WINDERMERE & BOWNESS
TowN COUNCIL

Representing the interests of the communities of Windermere, Bowness and Troutbeck Bridge

Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Council
On 10t"December 2025 at 7pm, Langstone House, Windermere

Participants:
Chair - Mayor Christine Hallatsch, Cllrs Jenny Borer, Christine Cook, Beverley Cullen,
Marina Davis, Caroline Kearney, Lisa Greasley, Kay Kennedy Hardy, Adrian Legge,
Fiona Poole and Matthew Tittherington
Also: Sally Parkyn (Town Clerk), and no members of the public. W&F Cllr Steve Bavin,
Dyan Jones and Andrew Jarvis (arrived 7:04 due to prior commitment)
The meeting opened at 7:00pm

Minute number:

130. Apologies & Absence
Apologies for absence accepted: Cllr Kendra Kennedy (work commitment),
WE&FCllrs Will Clarke & Dyan Jones (prior commitment).
The Clerk announced the resignation of John Saunders.

131.  Minutes:
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the full council meeting held on 12"
November 2025 for signature.

132. Declarations of Interest: None
133. Requests for Dispensations: None
134. Public Input: None

135. Item to be discussed in private session: Councillors will be asked to take the following
item in private session at the end of the meeting, due to the confidential nature:
Legal Matters

136. Mayor & Member Announcements:

Cllr Kearney: Had attended the Ambleside Action for a Future (AAFAF) end of season
presentation about their E-Coli testing project. She reported that AAFAF’s water testing
specialist was currently processing our Mill Beck water sample results from summer 2025.

Cllr Legge: reported that he had met a journalist from the Independent who was writing an
article on Bowness as a Festive destination. This will be published online and hopefully
generate some positive publicity for visiting in the quieter months.

Cllr Cullen: had circulated a written report covering the items discussed at the Liaison
Advisory Group meeting which included Public Space Protection Orders and enforcement,
littering, residents boat launching access at Waterhead, Bowness Bay toilets redevelopment
and possible funding for solar panels, outstanding matters of repairs needed to railings,
overgrown land and sunken cobbles on Crescent Road. W&F Cllrs noted it wasn’t necessary to
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wait for Liaison Group meetings and encouraged the W&BTC Councillors to report online or
email then about issues.
Cllr Greasley: reported that Windermere School Endowment Trust is looking for a new clerk &
treasurer. She had attended the Cumbria in Bloom AGM. She reported that the new sculptures
were in place on the Elleray Woods trail but that a few more smaller sculptures would
complete the middle section. The war memorial handrails were in place and a great
improvement to safety. She expressed concerns about possible future antisocial behaviour
after the Longlands redevelopment takes place in spring.

The Council sent its condolences to the family and friends of former Councillor Edith Haslam.
137.  Westmorland & Furness Councillor’ Reports

WE&F Cllr Bavin: reported that urgent work had been undertaken on the drains including the
use of specialised equipment to clear the challenging blockage outside the library. Emergency
planning support was available to Parish and Town Councils.

He asked residents and councillors to report places where small changes could improve road
safety. The situation of parking on double yellow lines at the Bowness end of Kendal Road was
mentioned.

Improvements for Bowness such as the redevelopment of Bowness Bay toilets and potential
alternative signage to A board advertising are being actively explored.

WE&F Cllr Jarvis: had attended the Gateway Vision Group meeting and site visit focused on the
Station and was pleased that community conversations was a priority in the Station project
plan.

He reported that the financial forecast for Westmorland & Furness is looking bleak due to
changes in the governments funding formula reducing the funds given to less populated rural
authorities. The possible overnight visitor levy would be raised by the future Mayor and would
not offset the lower funding from central government to the Unitary Authority.

138. Clerk’s Report:

Clerk Training: Clerk attended the Martyn’s Law training on 20.11.25 it was an interesting
session but official guidance on how to implement it is still awaited at this stage so no action
can be taken.

The company offering the Minute taking course did not respond so an alternative provider will
be sought in the new year.

War Memorial: The insurers have requested a tree report be carried out as best practice.
Quotes from local providers will be obtained.

The handrails are now in place, improving public safety at the site.

Longlands Land: The final quote for the ramp has been received. All work can be carried out
within the existing budget with a small overspend so a grant application cannot be made for
this project as it can’t be justified.

Winter Lights: The clerk has managed to turn on the library tree and St Martin’s tree lights.
Clear instructions have been filed for next time. Blachere were delayed by bad weather, the
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final work was due to be completed 5.12.25. The volunteers had been waiting for a part and
were hoping to put the lights up over the 8-9.12.25.
Finance: From 1st December 2025, the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) is
increasing its deposit protection limit from £85,000 to £120,000 per eligible person or
organisation.
The tax base for the 2026/7 council tax and precept there has been a very slight 0.37%
increase not a reduction as anticipated.
WE&FC Liaison Group: Next meeting date to be confirmed.
Langrigge Play Area: on agenda regarding “No Dogs public space protection order”.
Planning & Licensing: A letter was received from a number of licenced premises owners and a
journalist they had spoken to regarding the Council’s public concerns around antisocial
behaviour in Bowness. The Council has written to both parties to clarify some
misunderstandings stated in their letter and reiterate the ongoing willingness to work with
the licenced premises in this area to resolve this issue.
Public Conveniences: Toilets income for November 2025 was £6398.40 (up from £5957.50 in
November 2024). Which means there were 1271 fewer visits that month that year.
The recent heavy rain led to a leak in the Glebe Men’s ceiling. The Town Steward has
removed the wet jib boards for safety reasons. The area of ingress has been identified and
when weather conditions allow an attempt will be made to seal the leak. The area will then
need to dry out before the ceiling boards can be replaced. A notice explaining this has been
put up.
Clerk will hold the quarterly review meeting with Healthmatic on 11.12.25
Town Steward (TS): The Town Steward has noted the issue of dogs at Langrigge while carrying
out inspections there and has requested a specific sign. He will also reattach the “No dogs”
sign from Longlands which was found in the bin.
Elleray Woods: The onsite carving of the Green Man sculpture was a great success. The
additional statues - fox, badger and running squirrel have also been added to the sculpture
trail. Unfortunately, a small frog carving has been stolen. This was reported to the police.
Following concerns from Elleray Bank netting will be added to the boundary fence to deter
trespassers. Laurels have been cut back from tracks and good progress has been made on the
boardwalk. The police are taking action on the driver who knocked down the information sign
and this has been passed to the National Park who own the sign.
Emails and phone calls: Notable correspondence

e Adrian Faulkner has been elected as Chair at local RBL branch AGM. All other officer
positions have been filled (Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasure) together with members
of the committee and Standard Bearer. They are intending to hold branch meetings
on a bi-monthly basis.

e Reply from highways thanking the Town Council for responding to the Rayrigg Road
consultation and noting the laybys will be kept for parking. But stating there were no
potholes and we should report the car park extension as a separate request. Ward
councillors will follow up.

LDNPA Partnership plan consultation now open until 30th January 2026

e Governments Visitor Levy consultation open until 18th February

e A journalist contacted the Mayor about an article on Bowness at Christmas time. Two
Councillors volunteered to speak to her on 8.12.25.
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e Westmorland and Furness Council have launched a Nature Recovery Fund of £50,000.
Organisations and partnerships can apply for grants of between £5,000 and £20,000,
which can be used to partially or fully support projects that make a measurable
difference to nature recovery efforts within Westmorland and Furness. Closes 30th
January 2026

139. Invoice Payments:

a. It was resolved to authorise payment of the invoices detailed on the Orders for
Payment listing. Plus, payments of £18.36 to reimburse clerk for sign fixings and
£12.80 for CCTV signage. Also to pay Treble Three £186 for services to restore
email during the denial of service attack.

b. It was resolved to approve the November budget monitoring statement and bank
reconciliation.

140. Planning Subcommittee Reserve Member:
a) It was resolved to amend the Planning Subcommittee terms of reference to state:
An additional reserve member may be appointed who could stand in should a
member be unable to attend a meeting.

b) Cllr Kearney was elected as reserve member to the Planning Subcommittee

141.Windermere Byelaw Exemption Request Consultation 2026/27:
It was resolved to respond positively to the request from Windermere Motor Boat
Racing Club for exemptions to the Lake speed limit.

142. Rose Cottage to Rayrigg Road Footpath:
It was resolved that this action could be carried out by the resident so the Council
should not claim the footpath as A Public Right of Way. Instead, to support the
resident’s claim, statements of evidence from long time users of the track would be
passed to the resident to include in the claim.

143. Overnight Visitor Levy in England Consultation:
a) It was resolved to respond as a Council to the Consultation.
b) It was resolved to delegate power for the clerk to draft a response including any
councillor written input to be submitted to the January Full Council meeting.
c) It was resolved not to create a working group to draft a response.

144. Policy and Finance:
To agree notes of the 27" November 2025 meeting and the following
recommendations:

l. Finances

a. It was resolved that the Council agree the revised expenditure budget
and income budget for core funds and the separate toilets account.
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b. It was resolved that Council request a precept for 2026/27 of
£179,308.32.
c. It was resolved that Council agree the medium-term forecast for 2027-
28 and 2028-29.

I. Longlands Redevelopment:
It was resolved not to apply for a grant from W&FC Locality as it is no
longer required.

[I. Grant Forms:
a. It was resolved to amend the grant application form to give
applicants the opportunity to explain their reserves.
b. It was resolved to change the Band Grant form title to include
community events.

V. Grant Applications:
a. It was resolved that the Council award a grant of £1000 to the Food
Farm. Noting that there are unique costs incurred as a consequence of
the group’s need to relocate the operation they are invited to apply
for further funds in March if required which will be considered by Full
Council should the budget allow.
b. It was resolved that the Town Council notify Windermere Skate
Park committee that they would be eligible to apply for a grant
towards the project.

V. Policies:

It was resolved that the Co-option Policy be amended to state:

e A potential applicant must attend at least 2 meetings in the
previous 6 months, of the full Council, at which time they are
known to be interested in applying, before submitting an
application.

e They are also expected to attend the meeting at which their
application will be discussed. At the meeting where their
application is considered the applicant should speak briefly in the
public session at the start of the meeting to explain why they
wish to be considered and answer any questions the existing
Councillors may have.

e All co-optee applications will be taken in private session and that
will be reflected on the agenda. A decision on the application will
be made on the night and notified to the applicant by email.

VI. IT Upgrade and Assertion 10 compliance:
It was resolved to resolve the key contents and appearance of the new
website:
a. Clarity and ease of use should be a priority.
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b. The logo with a bright blue outline was preferred and could
provide a key colour for the site with blue also representing the
water of Windermere Lake. That the fact the Council represents
Windermere, Bowness and Troutbeck Bridge be made clear and a
brief history be included.

c. To start off with the key legally required information, transferring
the archived material or adding additional pages as time allows
and needs emerge.

d. To focus on council assets only but provide a community links page
to other organisations which currently have a page on the Town
Council site.

e. To consult Planning Subcommittee about whether a Holiday Let
Nuisance form is still required.

VII. Langrigge Play Area:
It was resolved that a formal request to include Langrigge Play Area
included in the W&FC “No dogs Public Space Protection Order” be
made.

VIIl.  Items that arose in Any Other Business:
a. It was resolved that Cllr Tittherington be appointed to the Policy &
Finance Advisory Group.
b. It was resolved that a new teak bench, to be installed as part of
the redevelopment of Longlands, be dedicated to retired Cllr
Saunders in recognition of his long service as Mayor and Councillor.

The Chair concluded the business in public and moved into private session for discussion of
the following items:
Items to be discussed in private session:

145. Legal Matters: the clerk gave a brief update on outstanding matters.

Dates of next meetings: The dates of forthcoming meetings, starting at 7pm, were noted:
Thursday 18™" December 2026: Planning sub-committee (Langstone House)
Wednesday 14" January 2026: Full Council (Langstone House)
Wednesday 28" January 2026: Planning sub-committee (Langstone House)
Thursday 29" January 2026: Policy & Finance Advisory Group (Langstone House)

The meeting was closed at 8:43pm.

Signed as a true and accurate record: Page 6 of 6



