WINDERMERE & BOWNESS
TowN COUNCIL

Representing the interests of the communities of Windermere, Bowness and Troutbeck Bridge

Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Council
On 11t June 2025 at 7pm, Langstone House, Windermere

Minute No

Present:

Chair - Mayor Christine Hallatsch, Cllrs Jenny Borer, Christine Cook, Beverley Cullen, Marina
Davis, Caroline Kearney, Kendra Kennedy, Kay Kennedy Hardy and Lisa Greasley.

Also: Sally Parkyn (Town Clerk),

Westmorland & Furness (W&F) Councillors Steve Bavin and Dyan Jones and two members of
the public.

The meeting opened at 7pm

20. Apologies and absence:
Cllrs Peter Hamilton, John Saunders, Kevin Heffernan & Fiona Poole (health), Cllr Adrian
Legge (annual leave)
WE&F Cllr Will Clerk & Andrew Jarvis (prior commitment)
21. Full Council Minutes:
The minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 14" May 2025 were approved.
22. Planning Subcommittee Meeting Minutes:
The minutes of the Planning Subcommittee held on 21°* May 2025 were received.

23. Declarations of Interest: None

24, Requests for Dispensations: None

25. Public Input: Members of the public have the opportunity to make statements and ask
questions of the Council (3mins is the maximum allowance).

A resident spoke to give his reasons for wishing to be co-opted to a vacancy on the Town
Council.

26. Items to be taken in private session: It was agreed to discuss the agenda items on co-option
of a Councillor for Applethwaite ward after the close of the meeting, due to the confidential
content.

27. Mayor & Member Updates:

Cllr Borer spoke to thank everyone who attended and supported with the Town Twinning visit
of the Blasergruppe from Diesen am Ammersee. The visit has been a great success with
performances at a range of venues including the Jetty Museum, Glebe Bandstand,
Lamplighters, Allan Bank and culminating with a memorable final concert where the band
were accompanied by St Cuthbert’s School children on their ukeleles.

Mayor Hallatsch also gave her thanks to those who had helped make the Town Twinning
event a success.

Cllr Greasley had also attended the Blasergruppe events. She reported back from a Cumbria
in Bloom event and training and noted our judging for Elleray Woods and Jubilee Garden
would be on July 15%. She also reported on the Age Without Limits project now on display at
Slate Café which as a collaboration between the Bowness & Windermere Community Care
Trust, local residents and school children.

Cllr Kennedy Hardy reported that the Winter Lights in Bowness had been taken down.
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28.

Westmorland & Furness (W&F) Councillors’ reports:

WE&FCllr Bavin reported that work to clear Himalayan Balsam near Braithwaite Fold and Ferry
Nab was scheduled to take place on 20" June, any councillors who are free to help would be
welcome.

He was pleased to note the reopening of the Royalty Cinema on Saturday 14/5/25.

He was following up urgently on matters around the Glebe to do with a damaged step,
Diesen flower bed, wristband and other sellers. Also the bin storage around Robinson Place.
Following a rumour mentioned at the previous meeting he reported that there was no
intention to change the W&FC logo.

WE&F Councillor Jones passed on the findings of the police report on issues around Library
Gardens Anti-social behaviour. She had followed up with the asset management team about
the work needed; it was recognised that the library exterior needed work and it had been
pushed up the list. She also noted the positive move towards public engagement in our area
by the NHS following work by the Care Scrutiny Committee.

Cllr Jones also reminded the Council that W&F Councillors have access to a small allowance
of £1000 which can be spent in £500 pockets on projects in their ward.

29.

Clerk’s Report: This was received by Councillors:

Clerk Training: Clerk is aiming to block out Tuesday afternoon’s for CiLCA assignment work
where possible.

RFO Induction: First audit submission accomplished.

Honour Board: Completed. Will remove from future reports.

War Memorial: A local organisation have expressed an interest in restoring the benches but
may need a grant. Clerk and Lead of Parks and Open Spaces to follow up.

Updating Deeds and Langrigg Lease: No updates however, councillors thought that the
Langrigge Lease should be prioritised if the other deeds weren’t ready.

Longlands Land: The final solicitor’s bill for the Bowling Club of the lease has been received.
CCTV: The memorandum of understanding from Cumbria Constabulary has been signed.
Winter Lights: The library is undergoing electrical modernisation. The connection to the
library tree was condemned and removed. A ticket has been raised to put in a new
connection. Clerk will follow up before July Full Council meeting if no response.

Finance: All the required financial documents have been sent to the external auditors. The
Notice of the Period for the Exercise of Public is up on the noticeboards and website. The
website has the full required documents published.

After some final details were completed, the switch to Unity Bank was finalised on 11th
June.

WE&FC Liaison Group: Next meeting 4.7.25. Please send agenda items to Cllr Cullen. The
WE&FC Locality Officers are attending a premeeting before the July meeting.

Langrigge Play Area: The grounds maintenance contract is now being fulfilled satisfactorily.
The Street Support Officers (SSOs) include it on their patrol which is helping limit antisocial
behaviour.

Roads: No update.
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Planning & Licensing: The SSOs are continuing to carry out weekend patrols. There was a
Gateway briefing for councillors prior to the June Full Council meeting. The Cumulative
Impact report for submission to the W&F Licensing Committee by their officers has been
chased up with no response.

Public Conveniences:

Toilets income for May 2025 was £21,145 (up from £14,992 in May 2024).

The Healthmatic quarterly meeting took place on Friday 6th June. The Clerk met with the
new Managing Director as part of a positive meeting. The issues around closing times have
been resolved. Inspections have shown generally acceptable standards of cleaning and even
in the hot weather the issues around unpleasant aromas seem improved over last year.

The Clerk with help from the Town Steward tested an issue with the maglock and the Quarry
Rigg door is now getting a replacement maglock as it is a much cheaper option than
replacing the door. The rough sleeper team at W&FC have reached out to the person using
the cubicle with an offer of support.

The Braithwaite Fold woodwork repairs have been painted and look much improved and will
hopefully now remain sound for many years.

Signage both external and internal is the next priority. There was a request that the Clerk
contact highways about getting WC signage for lampposts to guide visitors from the street.
Town Steward (TS): The wetter weather provided a welcome watering for the plants and the
summer bedding is now able to go in. The planters are receiving a positive response from the
public. The first phase of planting at the Nat West Island has taken place with low growing
plants being the priority. Infill planting will be added over future weeks to provide ongoing
colour.

Elleray Woods: The tree inspection was started but had to be postponed due to weather
conditions. It should be completed next week and will include the new sculpture trail track.
Drystone wall repair is ongoing with a large fall on a boundary wall a priority. Now half term
is over the boardwalk work can continue.

Emails and phone calls: Notable correspondence

. MS Teams meeting on Standards of Conduct for Elected Members in
Town and Parish Councils. This will be facilitated by Beth Evans, Governance Training and
Consultancy Ltd on Thursday 3 July - 6.00 pm-7.30pm.

30.

Finance/Procedural: Invoice payments

a. It was resolved to authorise payment of the invoices detailed on the Orders for
Payment listing for June with the addition of £205 to Mark Butler designs, and
an additional £279.22 to the Town Steward to reimburse expenditure on
plants.

b. The Town Council resolved to approve the May budget monitoring statement
and bank reconciliation.

c. The following insurance matters were resolved:
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i. It was resolved to renew this year with James Hallam and to increase the
Legal Expenses insurance to £250k for £5.96, increasing the premium to
£6958.30

ii.  For Policy & Finance to consider whether the council should get a sample
of assets revalued to take place January 2026 so they are current for the
2026 renewal.

iii.  For the RFO to begin the process of laying the groundwork to obtain a
range of insurance quotes ready to start April 2026 also creating an
insurance asset register to complement the audit asset register. (Audit
asset register shows purchase price which is unchanged until it is removed,
Insurance asset register would show the replacement valuation used in
obtaining insurance quotes.)

iv.  For Policy & Finance to consider a general IT overhaul for the Town
Council looking at website, email and including cybersecurity systems. If
agreed quotes to be obtained in time for the autumn budget setting and
carried out April 2026.

Recommendations from 7.5.25 Policy & Finance:

d. It was resolved to approve the April budget monitoring document. However, it
was suggested that Policy & Finance look at the sequence of budget
monitoring to avoid duplication of agenda items.

e. It was noted that the audit submission has now been sent to the external
auditor.

31.

Policy & Finance Advisory Group:
It was resolved to note the notes of the meeting 22"! May 2025.

The following recommendations were considered:

a) Grant Applications: It was resolved to approve £50 grant to Town
Twinning Association for the Blasergruppe performance.

b) Ye Olde Bath House Parking Space: It was resolved that the Council do
not sell and continue with current lease of Ye Olde Bath House parking
space.

c) Police: It was resolved that the Clerk send an invitation to the Police &
Crime Commissioner to attend a full council meeting at which the public
can be in attendance with the offer to put questions in writing in
advance.

Remembrance:

d) It was resolved that the Clerk send an email to the new chair of RBL
congratulating them on the re-establishment of the group and inviting
them to participate in the Remembrance event at 2pm on Sunday 9*"
November 2025.
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e) It was resolved that the Clerk produce an up-to-date risk assessment and
event plan for the Remembrance day event.

f) Town Steward & Civic Planting
It was resolved to move this item into the closed session due to the
confidential content.

g) Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LRNS) Consultation: It was resolved
that Councillors should respond individually to the LNRS Consultation if
they wish

h) Toilets: That toilet finances be reviewed in September once data
gathered.

Christmas Lights

i) That the clerk obtain a quote for redistributing the lights in the library
tree to spread higher up the tree and to maintain 4 fully operational tree
wraps for Bowness promenade.

j) That the proposal to tree wrap the silver birch in Ellerthwaite Square be
shelved due to the complexity and cost of supplying power.

k) Langstone House: That the clerk circulate a brief background and
questionnaire to councillors on what they feel is important in a potential
replacement as a base for the Town Council after Langstone House.

) UK Shared Prosperity Fund Grants: That the Council bears UK Shared
Prosperity Fund Grants in mind in future years. There was a request that
the RFO routinely monitors grant opportunities as part of her role.

Any Other Business:

m) Speed Indicator Devices: It was resolved that a current quotation be
obtained and the updated request for funding from W&FC be sent before
a decision to amend the W&BTC budget to allocate £8000 be considered.

n) It was resolved that a printer & scanner with consumables for councillors
to use for council business to be kept at Langstone House be purchased
(cost of printer around £270 to come from Office budget).

o) It was resolved that the Assistance Request report and an updated
request letter to W&FC be resent.

The Mayor concluded business in public at 8:08pm and moved to private session for the
following agenda item:

32. Co-option: It was resolved that Matthew Titherington be co-opted as a councillor to fill the
vacancy in Applethwaite Ward. Proposer: Cllr Greasley, Seconder: Cllr Kennedy
33. Town Steward & Civic Planting

a) That Town Steward be employed for an additional Y2 day a week funded
from civic planting over the summer of 2025.

b) That the contract for Woodland Steward (with responsibility for Orrest
Head & Elleray Woods) be separated from the other elements of the
Town Steward contract from April 2026.
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¢) That the clerk produce two job descriptions separating the duties, and a
summary of how much time is taken for the various elements and the
spread across the year so a decision can be made prior to budget setting
for 2026-7.

34.

Dates of Next Meetings:

To note dates of forthcoming meetings as follows, starting at 7pm:
Wednesday 18" June 2025: Planning sub-committee (Langstone House)
Wednesday 9" July 2025: Full Council (Langstone House)
Wednesday 23" July 2025: Planning sub-committee (Langstone House)
Thursday 24" July 2025: Policy & Finance Advisory Group (Langstone House)

The Mayor concluded the business of Full Council at 8:39pm
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